

	[image: FoSPA Logo 172 x 172]
	[image: F:\User Data\Documents and Settings\Phil Williams\My FoSPA\FoSPA Logo\FoSPA Banner.jpg]



General Report for FoSPA AGM 2026

During 2025, FoSPA has continued to provide a variety of activities with the Park at its centre, with the aim to raise Sutton Park’s profile and increase awareness about this unique and wonderful place.

As well as the specialist activities detailed in the separate Archaeology, Conservation and Wildlife reports, we have maintained a varied programme of general activities to which all members were welcome.  Each month, there was at least a talk or a walk and frequently more.  Talks ranged in scope from the ecology of crayfish to the history of the Park’s golf courses.  In December, we celebrated our 75th birthday with a talk by Marian Baxter about the origins and history of FoSPA itself. Outdoor events included three archaeology walks, two “experts’” walks, training on how to identify tracks and trails, stream dipping, bird watching and a bat walk.

The conservation team and wildlife study group go from strength to strength, and with the ranger’s help, the History and Archaeology Taskforce (HAT) meets monthly to continue to monitor and protect the Park’s historical heritage.  We have also become involved with a new project to restore the grounds of Park House (behind Brown’s restaurant).  A small group of volunteers meets monthly to help with this.

One of the highlights of the year was the survey of the Roman Road carried out by archaeologists from University of Leicester.   The survey was carried out in the early spring, the results analysed and presented at a talk for Heritage Week in September.  Our thanks to the archaeologists involved and to Sutton Coldfield Town Council, who funded most of the work.

We have also been active beyond the Park boundary, running stalls at various events, including Highclare School, Erdington, St. James’s Church, Mere Green and St. Michael’s Church, Boldmere.

We maintain our seat on the Sutton Park Advisory Committee (SPAC) which gives us the chance to hear first hand the issues facing the Park and hopefully also gives us the chance to influence the outcomes.  We are also involved in the planning of the celebrations for 500 years of the Park’s charter and hope to be able to deflect some of the more outlandish suggestions.  We have also kept our members abreast of any developments regarding car-park charges and made sure they had every opportunity to make their feelings known individually.

During 2025, the committee went through several personnel changes, not least in significance was the loss of our long-standing chair, Marian Baxter.  It is probably no exaggeration to say that without Marian’s dedication, FoSPA would not be in the healthy state it is today, and may well have folded altogether.  We owe her an immense debt of gratitude.  We would like to wish both her and Karl well in their retirement and hope that she will still be around to share her expertise and immense wealth of knowledge about the Park.
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